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W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 (O

ctober 24, 2016)-- T
he A

m
erican C

ouncil of the B
lind (A

C
B

) indentifies m
ajor

dem
and for the increase in available audio-described program

m
ing carried through television

broadcast, satellite, and cable program
m

ing. T
he findings com

e after A
C

B
 held a national

survey on described audio content that had m
ore than 479 respondents.

T
he study painted an interesting portrait of the use of audio description for television, w

ith
responses com

ing from
 A

m
ericans w

ho w
ere blind, visually im

paired, or had other relationships
to A

m
ericans w

ith vision loss. F
indings indicated that three out of four respondents felt the

current am
ount of available audio-described content w

as significantly below
 dem

and, and other
obstacles still exist for accessing currently available content.

A
t A

 G
lan

ce:

•
91%

 of respondents reported listening to audio description in the past, w
ith 69.7%

 blind,
21.1%

 visually im
paired, and 8.2%

 sighted.
•

75.3%
 of respondents strongly agree that a greater am

ount of audio-described program
m

ing
is needed.

•
A

lm
ost half (45%

) have difficulty in finding program
s w

ith audio description.
•

M
ore than half (53%

) of respondents w
ere over the age of 50, w

ith one-third betw
een the

ages of 50-64.
•

B
reakdow

n of data show
ed overw

helm
ing m

ajority of use, regardless of the degree of vision
loss, w

ith nine out of ten being blind and eight out of ten partially sighted.
•

M
ore than three-quarters of respondents w

ho w
ere sighted reported using audio description

in the household, noting am
ong the reasons being other disabilities or room

m
ates w

ho w
ere

blind as a factor.
•

O
ne respondent w

ho reported having no visual im
pairm

ent but w
as autistic said that audio

description is used in conjunction w
ith closed captioning, in order to befter assist w

ith
follow

ing the content.

K
ey T

ake-A
w

ays:

D
escribed audio program

m
ing is not just for individuals w

ho are totally blind, but significantly
used w

ithin the low
-vision/partially sighted com

m
unity.

W
ith this in m

ind, the C
enter for

D
isease C

ontrol (C
D

C
) reports through their V

ision H
ealth Initiative (V

H
I) that the current

num
ber of legally blind A

m
ericans is 3.4M

, w
hile over 21 M

 have visual im
pairm

ent even w
ith



corrective lenses, and an estim
ated 80M

 have potentially blinding diseases like diabetes.
T

he C
D

C
 reports that this num

ber w
ill likely double by 2030.1

P
ast studies have show

n that over 75%
 of individuals w

ho are blind or have significant vision
loss live in a household w

ith m
ore than one individual.2 U

nderstanding this, A
C

B
 recognizes

that a significant share of A
m

erican households w
ill significantly be im

pacted, requiring
greater steps be taken to m

ake hom
es m

ore universally accessible. T
elevision provides a

w
indow

 into the outside w
orld, and w

hile the C
 D

C
's V

H
I acknow

ledges that increased
m

orbidity, depression, and other factors that prevent social inclusion are greater for
individuals w

ith severe vision loss, A
C

B
 encourages any action that can be taken to im

prove
the quality of life through universal access in a m

anner that creates equal participation and
inclusion in A

m
erican society.

A
C

B
 asserts that the dem

and for audio description w
ill continue to rise for the next tw

o
decades. F

urtherm
ore, the need w

ill be greatest w
ithin households having residents 50

years or older. A
ccording to industry data from

 2015, this dem
ographic is the m

ost loyal to
the cable industry, w

ith 83%
 of A

m
ericans over age 50 subscribing to cable, com

pared to
only 65%

 for younger adults w
ho are leaving cable for alternative view

ing experiences.3 T
he

m
ore audio-described program

m
ing that is able to be televised via broadcast, satellite, and

cable, then the greater the benefit for an increasingly grow
ing segm

ent of A
m

ericans.
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